ChildFund facilitates youth to
become child protection advocates

ChildFund 5ri Lanka recently conducted
a leadership tralning camp for ‘Alllance of
Youth to End Violence Agalnst Children”
(RAYEVAC) In Dambulla.

*Alliance of Touth to End Viclence Aganst
Children” was mitiated by CluldFund Sn Lanka as
a child and youth advoeacy body to end viclence
against childen This melides preventmg and
respondmyg to sesxual, physical mental, and onhne
abuse agamst children It adds vale to ChildFund s
mandate of ensunng every child’s nghis are
protected and safe. By supportmg AYEVAC,
ChildFund is creating the next generation of change
agents who will advocate for chuldren’s nghts and
protection m 5 Lanka.

The camp, faciltated by ChildFund Sn Lanka,
brought together over 100 vouth leaders of the

AYEVAC team from all 25 districts m the island.
A few parents of the youth members, ChildFund
in Lanka staff, and local partners were also present
at this umque event. The camp focused on bnlding
youth leadershop qualities, increasmy awareness on
child related 1550es, learmng how fo be advocates
for ending viclence agamst children and raising
their voices on child protection 1ssmes.
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The camp also aimed at buildmg team
spirtt among AYEVAC members, reviewmg
and updating the existing AYEVAC leadership
structure, and electing members for governance
and leadership moles. Another key priority was to
develop a plan of achon for the period Faly 2022
to June 2024 to energise and upscale the firhore
mission of the movement.

Elaborating on ChildFund Sr Lanka's
collaboration with AYEVAC, Country Manager
Sn Lanka MNalaka Sinwrardena said: “Tt is our
mandate to support youth in the country to develop
their leadership abilihes and become responmible
citizens. Increasing thewr knowledge on chnld nghts
and protection, mobilising them to be change
agents, mving them the expomwre and opportunrhes,
are essential elements in this process. AYEWVAC
provides them this space while comtnbuting to the
mmportant discouwrse on ending violence against
children m the country. AYEVAC will notonky
develop a set of youth leaders but it will also
address one of the grave issues related fo children ™

Mational Convener Wamna Hashan from
Monaragala stated: “We were able to mest and
connect with the movement's leaders from across
the country. To date we only met onlne and wers
able to physically meet everyone for the first ime
at the camp. The camp supported us to develop
owr leadership skills, leam about child nghts and
child protection 1==ues mn the community, and bow
We can use ouwr vorce to advocate for chuldren We
appreciate ChildFPund’s efforts in orgamisang such
an event. With vouth recogmized as the backbone
of society today, we are hopeful ChildFund wrll
organise sinmlar events in fithre ™





