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Empowering youth in any form is always an investment made in our future

as mankind. Recently, ChildFund Sri Lanka hosted “Young Leaders for Govt. in talks to expand

Environment 2021”, a symposium that shared ChildFund Sri Lanka’s gem and jewellery market

progress and experience with youth engagement initiatives on Ecosystems-  for foreigners
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based Disaster Risk
Reduction (ECO DRR).

These initiatives discussed

and reviewed at the

f ung Leaders for
ironment 2021”
y posium were based on
é ree-year project
plemented by ChildFund
in Lanka, with financial
sistance from ChildFund
ea. The project was
iblemented with the
hnical support from the

srnational Union for

¢
Defining ECO DRR

nservation of Nature
CN).

The IUCN explains ECO
DRR as the “sustainable
management,
conservation, and
restoration of ecosystems
to reduce disaster risk, with
the aim to achieve
sustainable and resilient

development”.

Well-managed
ecosystems, such as
wetlands, forests, and
coastal systems, act as
natural infrastructure,
reducing physical exposure
to many hazards and
increasing socio-economic
resilience of people and
communities by sustaining
local livelihoods and
providing essential natural

resources such as food,
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water, and building materials.

ECO DRR not only offers an opportunity to strengthen natural infrastructure
and human resilience against hazard impacts, but also generates a range

of other social, economic, and environmental benefits for multiple

f keholders, which in turn feed back into reduced risk.

y Lanka is prone to floods, droughts, and landslides and even vulnerable
ising sea levels. These disasters are continuously challenging the

é Ibeing and survival of some of Sri Lanka’s most vulnerable communities.

bn attempt to strengthen youth participation and increase livelihood

ilience, ChildFund Sri Lanka has invested in youth-led Disaster Risk

nagement (DRM) initiatives since 2015, testing the potential of youth-led

sy stem-based approaches in mitigating adverse effects of both

nmade and natural disasters.

s project was implemented in identifying vulnerable ecosystems in four
tricts, namely Batticaloa, Nuwara Eliya, Mullaitivu, and Puttalam.

¢ Taking stock of how far we’ve come

The “Young Leaders for Environment 2021” symposium showcased the
work conducted by ChildFund Sri Lanka to promote ECO DRR practices
within Sri Lanka and served as a vibrant platform for the youth who have
been driving ECO DRR initiatives in Sri Lanka to share their key
accomplishments with a wider local and international audience. It was also
an opportunity for ChildFund Sri Lanka and youth leaders themselves to
lobby stakeholders into incorporating ECO DRR aspects and practices into

mainstream national-level planning.

A diverse range of speakers addressed the symposium to showcase the
work completed and outcomes achieved over the last few years. Disaster
Management Centre Director General (Retd.) Maj. Gen. S. Ranasinghe
delivered the keynote speech with other speakers including ChildFund India
and Sri Lanka Country Director Neelam Makhijani and ChildFund Korea
Humanitarian Project Manager Unjgae Wong discussing the ECO DRR
project and its outcomes.

The first session of the symposium highlighted the “Global and National
Landscape on Youth Led ECO DRR’. Disaster Risk Reduction Senior
Advisor Dr. Karen Sudmeier-Rieux with the United Nations Environment
Programme’s (UNEP) Disasters and Conflicts programme in Geneva
addressed the participants on the global landscape while Commonwealth
Secretariat National Climate Finance Advisor Ranga Pallawala elaborated
on the local setting.
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The second session showcased the work accomplished by the youth
groups. The Field Youth Ambassadors representing Batticaloa, Puttalam,
Mullaitivu, and Nuwara Eliya engaged participants in the interventions and

work completed in their respective areas.

’ th driving change

-

symposium concluded with a vibrant panel discussion with expert
ellists; IUCN Country Representative Dr. Ananda Mallawatantri, and
ildFund Sri Lanka Country Manager Nalaka Siriwardena, while Thurukka
@ th Club Batticaloa Secretary Thavaputhalvan Thavapiraja and Drops

th Club Radella, Nuwara Eliya President S. Rockshanthan also voiced
V\"YAir views. The panel discussion was moderated by ChildFund Sri Lanka

hnical Specialist Kaushal Attanayake.

panel discussion emphasised the importance of recognising youth
ential and aspirations and investing in mobilising youth populations.

cussion were how having knowledge, building technology and
technological awareness, and instilling quality practices from the grassroots

level up is instrumental to successful ECO DRR.

Thavapiraja of the Thurukka Youth Club, Batticaloa encouraged youth to
anticipate more disasters and called upon them to explore and appreciate
nature now and work towards preventing them before they can happen.
She also explained that through the ECO DRR initiatives that have been

established by ChildFund Sri Lanka over the last few years, the youth in her

area practising ECO DRR initiatives now have an open-door policy with
officials from divisional secretariats and provincial councils when to comes

to trying to find solutions to problems.

Rockshanthan of the Nuwara Eliya Drops Youth Club highlighted that ECO
DRR initiatives help change attitudes and mindsets and that prevention is
better than cure and that youth have the resources at their disposal to
prepare and take preventative measures to avoid or at least minimise the

risk they face from eco disasters.
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August 2019
July 2019

June 2019

May 2019

April 2019
March 2019
February 2019
January 2019
December 2018
November 2018
October 2018
September 2018

August 2018


https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Prevention%20is%20better%20than%20cure%2C%20especially%20with%20the%20environment%3A%20ChildFund%20SL%20hosts%20%E2%80%98Young%20Leaders%20for%20Environment%202021%E2%80%99%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themorning.lk%2Fprevention-is-better-than-cure-especially-with-the-environment-childfund-sl-hosts-young-leaders-for-environment-2021%2F
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/08/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/07/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/06/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/05/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/04/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/03/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/02/
http://www.themorning.lk/2019/01/
http://www.themorning.lk/2018/12/
http://www.themorning.lk/2018/11/
http://www.themorning.lk/2018/10/
http://www.themorning.lk/2018/09/
http://www.themorning.lk/2018/08/
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Prevention%20is%20better%20than%20cure%2C%20especially%20with%20the%20environment%3A%20ChildFund%20SL%20hosts%20%E2%80%98Young%20Leaders%20for%20Environment%202021%E2%80%99%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themorning.lk%2Fprevention-is-better-than-cure-especially-with-the-environment-childfund-sl-hosts-young-leaders-for-environment-2021%2F

ALSO ON THEMORNING

"Hijab"
D days ago - 2 comments 13 days ago + 1 comment 17 days ago -
our potential cities The Head of the State | requested
entified Parks are Intelligence Service (SIS) burga and n
pected to attract FDIs ... Director Major General ... Weerasekar



https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Prevention%20is%20better%20than%20cure%2C%20especially%20with%20the%20environment%3A%20ChildFund%20SL%20hosts%20%E2%80%98Young%20Leaders%20for%20Environment%202021%E2%80%99%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themorning.lk%2Fprevention-is-better-than-cure-especially-with-the-environment-childfund-sl-hosts-young-leaders-for-environment-2021%2F

Sponsored

“Stop Using Creams!” Doctor Says Looking Younger After 40
Comes From One Thing

Gundry MD BioSkin Youth Complex Supplement

is Game Is Trending Now In Tampa
y | Battle - Online Strategy Game

in ggy jowls? Plastic Surgeon Says Throw Away Your
pisturizer and Do This

IthNews

ay Be Risky To Ignore Signs of Scalp Psoriasis

iasis | Search Ads

o siness Owners: One Application. Multiple Cash Flow
lutions.

¥ Business Loan Analyst

How US Doctors And Nurses Are Snapping Up Free Hearing
Aids

Eargo

0 Comments themorning @ n Login ~

© Rocommend C+ Share Sort by Newest -

Start the discussion...

LOG IN WITH

Dl lv]c

OR SIGN UP WITH DIsaus (?)

Name

Be the first to comment.


https://www2.letslookyounger.com/cid/7013w000001vBbAAAU?utm_source=taboola&subid1=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDimVIovZuixZi-yIaHAQ&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=site_disqus-themorning_campaign_id_2984474973_#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDimVIovZuixZi-yIaHAQ
https://totalbattle.com/en/lp/parallax1_webgl_dark_po_2/3?adgp=ads&prtr=taboola&acc=kpi&adsite=disqus-themorning&cpn=6197538&iid=2984479724&clickid=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDlhlEoop2c1pzb5pe7AQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDlhlEoop2c1pzb5pe7AQ
https://sajgtracker.com/468541c8-ad5c-43b7-80db-bae4eb6bd585?i=560&h=229&site=disqus-themorning&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=9491165&campaign_item_id=2984367588&utm_source=native&utm_campaign=TaboolaCeralift-Global-DSK-BL6-RB&utm_medium=taboola&conversionname=Ceraliftpur&click_id=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxksouOv45ZCH46f-AQ&tblci=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxksouOv45ZCH46f-AQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxksouOv45ZCH46f-AQ
https://wessed-neancing.icu/e534e56b-7c9c-4789-b71f-6a6f8d04c423?site=disqus-themorning&site_id=1281898&title=It+May+Be+Risky+To+Ignore+Signs+of+Scalp+Psoriasis&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=9351132&campaign_item_id=2982244577&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F90328ca77e578840c22de1ad32ae060d.png&campaign_name=metasiss_tb_g-us_v-psoriasis_b-smart_d-desk_s-pioneer_22-03-2021_source-tonic_set-vertical_launch_list-black_var-1&click_id=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCC7_FMomJHhvJWR6Pxn&tblci=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCC7_FMomJHhvJWR6Pxn#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCC7_FMomJHhvJWR6Pxn
https://content.businessloananalyst.com/how-to-get-business-loans-asap?utm_source=Taboola&affiliateId=1181&affiliateName=Taboola&subId1=ronDT-5state&subId2=suiteclose&subId3=Business+Owners%3A+One+Application.+Multiple+Cash+Flow+Solutions.&subId4=blac1&subId5=disqus-themorning&subId6=Desktop&gclid=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCD1glMov82C3bnr7aunAQ&tblci=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCD1glMov82C3bnr7aunAQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCD1glMov82C3bnr7aunAQ
https://treatments.cliniccompare.com/eargo-federal?utm_campaign=6373048&utm_content=2984806355&cid=5d4a9fac8b4b7&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=0.4278&campaign=5d4a9fac8b4b7-AME-HA-US-CC-EarGoFederal-D&platform=Desktop&utm_term=How+US+Doctors+And+Nurses+Are+Snapping+Up+Free+Hearing+Aids&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F0f0c563e0b4375137c3d9269ccc98fb3.jpg&network=disqus-themorning&title=How+US+Doctors+And+Nurses+Are+Snapping+Up+Free+Hearing+Aids&click-id=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDptEoo9fCD7Pew94dQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDptEoo9fCD7Pew94dQ
https://disqus.com/home/forums/themorning/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Prevention%20is%20better%20than%20cure%2C%20especially%20with%20the%20environment%3A%20ChildFund%20SL%20hosts%20%E2%80%98Young%20Leaders%20for%20Environment%202021%E2%80%99%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themorning.lk%2Fprevention-is-better-than-cure-especially-with-the-environment-childfund-sl-hosts-young-leaders-for-environment-2021%2F

Sponsored

Exhausted Of Wrinkles and Saggy Skin? Doctor Says Looking
Younger After 40 Comes From One Thing
Gundry MD BioSkin Youth Complex Supplement

is Game Is Trending Now In Tampa
hl Battle - Online Strategy Game

rget Bitcoin — “ID Coin” Potential Market Is Bigger

sberry Research

¢
The New Volkswagen Atlas Is The Car Of Your Dreams.

iCanAnswerThat.com

)

Hank Facisbas Availabin Bank Faciktas Available

oy (e  HINB  ZinDBoank @ it



https://www2.letslookyounger.com/cid/7013w000001vBbAAAU?utm_source=taboola&subid1=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDimVIoxMj51KrUnJYt&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=site_disqus-themorning_campaign_id_2984473434_#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDimVIoxMj51KrUnJYt
https://totalbattle.com/en/lp/parallax1_webgl_dark_po_2/3?adgp=ads&prtr=taboola&acc=kpi&adsite=disqus-themorning&cpn=6197538&iid=2984479724&clickid=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDlhlEoyaTmj6uty9biAQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDlhlEoyaTmj6uty9biAQ
https://sajgtracker.com/468541c8-ad5c-43b7-80db-bae4eb6bd585?i=560&h=229&site=disqus-themorning&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=9491165&campaign_item_id=2984367588&utm_source=native&utm_campaign=TaboolaCeralift-Global-DSK-BL6-RB&utm_medium=taboola&conversionname=Ceraliftpur&click_id=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxkso-cbPto28pNAc&tblci=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxkso-cbPto28pNAc#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCBxkso-cbPto28pNAc
https://treatments.cliniccompare.com/eargo-federal?utm_campaign=6373048&utm_content=2984806355&cid=5d4a9fac8b4b7&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=0.5686&campaign=5d4a9fac8b4b7-AME-HA-US-CC-EarGoFederal-D&platform=Desktop&utm_term=How+US+Doctors+And+Nurses+Are+Snapping+Up+Free+Hearing+Aids&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F0f0c563e0b4375137c3d9269ccc98fb3.jpg&network=disqus-themorning&title=How+US+Doctors+And+Nurses+Are+Snapping+Up+Free+Hearing+Aids&click-id=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDptEootLXOgPSC49nKAQ#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCDptEootLXOgPSC49nKAQ
https://investingoutlook.co/reclusive-tech-investor-says-stop-buying-bitcoin/?cid=MKT504365&eid=MKT531352&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCC8jD0okJa0hIqUvYpw
https://www.icananswerthat.com/topic/323/M54286C?utm_campaign=M54286C&ekw=PSKZXLQ6dj0Spda0ZmJeVC+K1/l6hZOzmmSK9ITD8gcy1VNgr/klJFbwa4aGE+Ug&g_ci=7134634&g_ai=1281898&g_cn=20201217_Volkswagen+SUVs_9_3C_D&gclid=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCfqk4ohc3oyIKzx_Qe&g_ci=7134634&g_ai=1281898&gclid=GiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCfqk4ohc3oyIKzx_Qe#tblciGiCmyQb2opponklNLiFLsnKPRoidueI_Nhhnmq7CKBq7PCCfqk4ohc3oyIKzx_Qe
http://www.themorning.lk/taking-giant-strides/
http://www.themorning.lk/beat-the-heat/
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Prevention%20is%20better%20than%20cure%2C%20especially%20with%20the%20environment%3A%20ChildFund%20SL%20hosts%20%E2%80%98Young%20Leaders%20for%20Environment%202021%E2%80%99%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themorning.lk%2Fprevention-is-better-than-cure-especially-with-the-environment-childfund-sl-hosts-young-leaders-for-environment-2021%2F

Taking giant strides Beat the heat

APRIL 22, 2019 BYTHEMORNINGLK 0 MARCH 25, 2019 BYTHEMORNINGLK 0
COMMENTS COMMENTS
f e Avengers: Endgame movie We Sri Lankans are no strangers to

miere in the Savoy 3D Cinema, the heat. With Sri Lanka’s cycle of
y llawatte will feature, for the first  seasons consisting of either rain or

e, the Dolby Atmos system. shine, the hot weather has become
é just another part of our lifestyle.
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