FHOTO KRS HAH KA RITAWAS AN

PREVENTION

1s better than cure,

especially with the
cnvironment

BY NAVEED ROZAIS

Empowering youth in any
form is always an investment
made in our future as
mankind. Recently, ChildFund
Sri Lanka hosted “Young
Leaders for Environment
20217, a symposium that
shared ChildFund Sri Lanka's
progress and experience with
youth engagement initiatives
on Ecosystems-based Disaster
Risk Reduction (ECO DRR).

These mmtiatives discussed and
reviewed at the “Young Leaders
for Environment 202 1" symposium
were based on a three-year project
implemented by ChildFund Sni
Lanka, with financial assistance
from ChildFund Korea. The project
was implemented with the technical
support from the International
Unpon for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN

Defining ECODRR

The TUCN explains ECO DR
a5 the “sustamable management
conservation, and restoration of
ecosystens 0 reduce disaster nsk.
with the aim to achieve sustmnable
prd resilient development™

Well-managed ecosystems, such
as wetlands, forests, and coastal
systems, act as natural mirastructure,
reducing phyvsical exposure 1o
maiy hazards and increasing so¢io-
ecomonuc resilience of people and
commumties by sustmnmg local
Irveliboods and providing essential
fatural resotrees such as food. water,
and building materials

ECO DRER not only affers an
opporiumity 1o sirengiben nafural
mimastructure and human resthence
against hazard impacts, but also
generates a range of other social
economic, and environmental benefits
for muluple stakeholders, which i
turn feed back o reduced nsk

&ri Lanka s prone to floods,

ChildFund SL hosts ‘Young Leaders for
Environment 2021 to better protect our ecosystems

droazhis, and lndslides and even
vulnerable fo nsmg sea levels
These disasters are contnmously
challenging the wellbeing and
survival of some of S0 Lanka’s most
vulnerable communities. [nam attempt
1o strengthien vouth parficipation
and mncrease Iivelibood resilience.
ChildFund Sr1 Lanka has invested in
vouth-led Disaster Risk Management
(DR b imstsatives smoe 20015, testing
the potential of youth-led ecosy siem-
hased approaches in mibigating
adverse eflects of both manmade and
maiural disasters

s propect was implemented
i identifying vilnerable ecosvslems
i four dhsiricts, mamely Bathicaloa,
Muwara Eliva, Mullativo, and
Puttalam

Taking stock of how
far we've come

The “Young Leaders for
Environment 202 1" symposiiim

showcased the work conducted by

ChildFund Sni Lanka o promede
ECO DRRE practices wathan S0 Lanka
and served as a vibrant platform for
the vouth who have been dnving
ECO DRE mitiatives in S Lanka
to share their key accomplishments
with & wider local and international
pudience. It was also an opporiunity
for ChuldFund S Lanka aaad

vouth leaders ihemselves o lobby
stakelolders mto meorporating ECO
DEE aspects and practices mto
maimstream national-level plannimg

A diverse range of speakers
addressed the symposmmm 1o
showease the work complaeted and
ointcomes achieved over the last few
vears. Disaster Management Centre
Director General (Retd. ) M. Gen
5. Rimusinehe deliversd the keynole
speech with other speakers including
ChaldFumed India and Sei Lanka
Commtry Direcior Neelam Malkhd ja
and ChildFund Kores Humamitanan
Project Manager Unjgac Wong
discussing the ECO DER project and
IT5 OUTLCOTTIES,

Lhe first session of the
svimposium ighhgived the “Global and
Mational Landscape on Youth Led ECO
DEE". Disaster Bisk Beduction Sendor
Advisor Dr. Karen Sudmeter-Rieus
with the United Nanons Environment
Programme’s (LINEP) Disasters and
Conflicts programme in Geneva
addressed the participants on the global
landscape while Commeonwealt
Secretarat Manonal Climate Finance
Advisor Ranga Pallawala elaborated on
the local setting

[he second session showeasad
the work accomplished by the vouth
groagps, The Field Youth Ambassadors
representing Batticaloa, Putinlam,
Mullastrvu, and Muwara Eliva engaged
participants i the mierventions amd
work completed m ther respective
wens

Youth driving change

The symiposium concinded
with a vibeait pancl discussion
with expert panelhsis; IUCN
Country Bepresentative Dir, Anamda
Mallawatanin, and ChaldFund S
Lanka Conntry Mansger MNalaka
Simwardena, whale Thurakka
Youth Club Battrcaloa Secretary
[havaputhalvan Thavapiraja and Drops
Youth Club Eadella, Muwara Eliva
Presadent 5. Rockshanthan also voaced
their views. The panel discussion
was moderated by ChildFund Sn
Lanka Techmcal Speciahst Kaushal
Attanavake

The panel discussion emphasised
the importance of Tecognising vouth
potential and asprrations and mvesting
in mosalsing vouth populations. Oitbeer
key poants of vouth-tased ECO DREE
that were ruised during the discussion
were how having knowledge.
bulding technology and technological
awareness, and instillmg quahity
practces from the grassroms level up is

D e Wiawrth Cluby Radkedla, Muwiara Eliva
Presedent 5. Rackshanthan

LICH Country e pre sentative
O, Ananda Mallawataninn

ChildFume Sei Larka Country Marsper
Malaka Sirkaarndena

LN

Thurskka Yourh Club Batticaloa Secretany
Thawaputhabsan Thavapiraga
strumental 1o successful ECO DRR

Thawaparmga of the Thomkka Y ot
Club, Bamcaloa encouraged vouth to
anticipaie more disasters and called
upon them to explore and appreciate
nature now and workl towands
preventing them belore they can
happen. She also explamed that hrougl
the BCCY DEE mutsatrves that have beay
established by ChildFumd 50 Lankas
over the last few vears, the vouth mn her
area practising ECO DER inatiatives
now have an open-door policy with
officials from divisional secretamats an
provincial couneils when to comes to
irying o fnd solutions w problems,

Rockshanthan of the Nuwara
Eliva Drops Youth Clab lighlighted
that ECO DRR initiatives help
champe atntudes and mandsets and
that prevention 15 better than cure
aind that vouth have the resources
at thewr disposal to prepare and inke
preventalive memsires o avold or al
least munimise the nsk they face from
eoo disnsters



